Recombinant immunoblot assay for hepatitis C virus antibody in chronic hepatitis.
Testing for hepatitis C virus by ELISA requires confirmation by recombinant immunoblot assay (RIBA). The first-generation RIBA uses the same antigen as used in the ELISA and one further antigen. A second-generation RIBA in which two further antigens are present, detects positivity that is not found by either the ELISA or the original RIBA. Consequently, although it is adequate to test ELISA positive sera with the first-generation RIBA, the second-generation assay is recommended for confirming negativity.